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Introduction

With aninterestand initiativeto promotefriendly exchangsandcooperation between the Tsukuba
International Academy for Sport Studies, University of Tsukuba and Azerbaijan in sport and physical
education) made a business trip to Baku, capital city of Azerbdijam May 10 to May 16, 2017

Azerbaijan is a countripcated at the crossroads of Western Asia and Eastern Europe. The country is
bounded by the Caspian Sea to the east, Russia to the north, Georgia to the northwest, Armenia to the wes
and Iran to the south. Azerbaijan and its people famohrepresentanique rich and harmonious

combinationof bothWestern and Eastenultures.It is truly a Eurasian land.he sport orientation of

modern Azerbaijan is toward Europe. Azerbaijan joins the Eurcgpsam federations and associations.

Azerbaijan successfiylhosted the  European Games in Baku on-28 June 2015. It was a historical
event for the Eur op Bakunwelaomed 6802 a&hletesafion B0rcdustriesopen X7t .
days of intense competitiongrass 20 sports in 18 venues, for the inaalgiuropean Game$he

President of International Olympic Commiti@®C) Mr. Thomas Baclattended the Opening Ceremony of
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theBaku 20151% European Games. The First Lady of Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliyeva, who was the Chair of
the Baku 20151% European Game®rganizing Committeewvas awarded the EOC Order of Merit by the
European Olympic Committe¢EOC), in January 2016The Baku 2017 %Islamic Solidarity Games is the
second big multsport sporting event hosted by Baku, Azerbaijan in \astytears 2012017.

The purpose of thisfficial business trip to Azerbaijan was:

1. To introduce the Tsukuba International Academy for Sport Studies (TIAS) and Sport
for TomorrowProgrammef the Japanese Government to the relevant academic institutions and sport
organizations in Azerbaijan.

2. To establish friendly relations with the relevant speldted organizations and academic institutions in
Azerbaijan, such as: Azerbaijan Staté\cademy of Physicatducation and SparR. National Olympic
Committee of Azerbaijan

3. To attend the opening ceremony and some competitions Bakue20174" Islamic Solidarity Games.
| visited the following organizations in Baku:

1. Ministry of Youh and Sport of Azerbaijan.

2. Azerbaijan State Academy of Physiéalucation and Spaort
3. National Institute for Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation.
4. National Olympic Committee of Azerbaijan

The meetings in these organizations were successful and conducted in the atmosphere of mutual
understanding.introduced TIAS and SFT at each meetihge representatives of these organizations
expressed their interest and willingness to have an effective exchanges and cooperalisnkwiib
International Academy for Sport Studies (TIAB) University of Tsukubd here is a potential for such
cooperation

During my visit,| also attended the opening ceremony ofBlaku 20174™ Islamic Solidarity Games and
watched some of its competitions.

The Islamic Solidarity Games is a multinational, mafiort event held by the Islamic Solidarity Sports
Federation (ISSF).

The first edition of event was held in 2005 in Saudi Arabia successfully.

The second event originally was scheduled to take pla©etwber 2009 in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

But it was rescheduled for April 2010, and th&atercancelled by IranAs perB a k u  Ar@nilca@ncelled

the 2010 event after an argument with Arabic countries over the use of the term 'Persiarffawite:
https://www.baku2017.com

The third Games took place in 2013 in Indonesia. Bidipnesia had to change the 2013 host city twice, due
to corruption scandals and the use of unpaidres. The eighth elective General Assembly of the Islamic
Solidarity Sports Federation (ISSF), based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, chose Baku to be the host city of the 4
Islamic Solidarity Games in 2017.
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Baku 2017 ¥ Islamic Solidarity Games were held in Bakty@n 1222 May 2017.

Baku welcomed 2,800 athletes from 54 Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation (ISSF) member countries from
four continentsThe Games were officially opened by the President of Azerbaijan lIlham Aliyev during the
Opening Ceremony in theaBu Olympic StadiumThe Secretary General of the OrganizatiostEmic
Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef bin Ahmed-@ithaimeen made a speech at the Opening Ceremony.

Baku 20174"Is | ami ¢ So |l icdmpetiiiohsywver&rnorganized on the base of the Islamic
religious rules. The games were modern nmport event, which brought together the countries of the
Islamic world for the festival of sport.

The First Vice President of the Republic of Azerbaidehriban Aliyeva, who was the Chair of the Baku
2017 4" Islamic Solidarity Games Organizing Committee said the following during her speech at the
closing ceremony of Baku 201Over the past 10 days, athletes from across the Islamic world came
togetherin an inspirational celebration of sport, friendship and unit§Source:
https://www.baku2017.com

The Islamic Solidarity Games needed a boost after the problems with the second and third edition of the
gameslt was achieved in Baku 2017 at the fourth edition of theega The games were organizedigh
level.

As per the Minister of Youth and Sport of Azerbaijan Mr. Azad Rahiffiéne work of the Baku 2017

Operations Committee may be coming to an end, butanital city's journey as a world centre for

i nternational sport and culture goes oné Sport \
development in the years to come." (Sountgas://www.baku2017.com

The Baku 2017 @Islamic Solidarity Games reminded me of the South East Asian Games (SEA Games), a
multi-sport event, which brings together the member countries of ASEA&IAssociation of Southeast
Asian Nations) and promotgeaceunity and friendkip between them through sport.

The Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation (ISSF) isdfganizatiorresponsible for the direction and control
of thelslamic Solidarity Gamed$G). ISSF is a section of tHerganizatiorof the Islamic Cooperation
(OIC).

The Organizatiorof Islamic Cooperation (OIC) (formeri@rganizatiorof the Islamic Conference) is the
second largest integovernmentabrganizatiorafter the United Nations, and has a membership ofdiéss
across four continent$he OIC is the colldove voice of the Muslim world to safeguard and protect the
interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony throughout of the
world.

The official website of The Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation (IS8&).issf.sa

The next 8 Islamic Solidarity games will be held in Istanbul, Turkey in 2021.

Some photos of this business trip:
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Baku Olympic Stadium, the venue of the Opening and Closing ceremonies, as well as the Athletics and Par
Athletics competitions of the Baku 2011'4slamic Solidarity Games.
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Prof. Dr. Zubaidullo Ubaidulloest theMinistry of Youth and Sport of Azerbaijan

.
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Prof. Dr. Zubaidullo Ubaidulloeat theAzerbaijan State Academy of Physi€&lucation and Sport
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Prof. Dr.Zubaidullo Ubaidiloev atthe National Institute for Sport Medicine and Rehabilitation.
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