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MYAS-SAI_NOC_FEDERATIONS_JSW Sports Delegation Visit to Japan (October 3rd to 8th 
2019) HIGHLIGHTS 

 
Following the first general (introductory meeting on July 26

th
 and July 30

th
, 2018) between the Indian 

Sports Delegation and the Embassy of India, Tokyo for the upcoming Tokyo 2020 GAMES, the second 

visit was (ongoing at the time of writing) from October 3
rd

 to 8
th

, 2019, led by Shri L.S. Singh, Joint 

Secretary (Sports, MYAS, Government of India)  =  Team Leader  ( L. S. ◦fi⁸▬fi♪ ☻ⱳכ♠

 (☻ⱳכ♠ ) ( ) and coordinated by Shri Karan Yadav, Second Secretary (Political) at the 
Embassy of India, in Tokyo, Japan (https://www.indembassy-tokyo.gov.in/).     

 
The Indian delegation consisted of 5 members including Shri L.S. Singh (Team Leader), and were - Shri 

Ashwani Kumar, Deputy Director, Sports Authority of India (▪◦ꜙ꞉♬ה◒ⱴ⁸ꜟכ ☻ⱳכ♠ ☻ⱳ

♠כ ); Shri R.K. Sacheti, Executive Director, Boxing Federation of India (R.K.◘◔♇♥▫⁸

▬fi♪Ⱳ◒◦fi◓ ); Shri Nitin Arya, Manager (Competitions & Operations), Athletics 

Federation of India (♬♥▫fi⁸ꜘꜞ▪ה▬fi♪   ( ); Shri Aman Shah, Lead, 

Media & Communications, JSW Sports (▪ⱴfi⁸כꜗ◦הJSW Sports ꜞ fiꜛ◦כ◔♬ꜙⱵ◖ה▪▫♦⁸ⱷכ♄כ ) 

plus Prof. Randeep Rakwal (University of Tsukuba-TAIIKU -TIAS; and, coordinating between SAI and 

UT and NSSU, the Sports-related projects). The team was introduced to Shri. Gaurav Gupta, First 

Secretary, and a pre-discussion as held on the visit agenda, including role of volunteers and the food 
issues. 
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The first meeting, on the day of arrival, October 3
rd

, was with H.E. Mr. Sanjay Kumar Verma , 
Ambassador of India to Japan at Tokyo, who welcoming the delegation, emphasized three main points, 
as the time required for decision making in Japan follows a set of protocols and the importance of 

deadlines, Tokyo 2020 working philosophy and terms of conditions, and for the Indian side to define 
parameters and create flexibility.  The Ambassador also mentioned how the Indian Field Hockey 

Womenôs Team will be hosted by the Okuizumo town, Shimane Prefecture for the pre-games training 

camps (a preliminary report can be found at - https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/backstories/431/), and 
welcomed the Indian delegation visit to finalize some more pre-games training sites and cooperation on 
SPORT between India and Japan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The Ambassador also empathized on the importance of training camps, in not only they fulfil the need of 

óTRAINING; prior to the OLYMPIC and PARALYMPIC GAMES, but also serves to the 
internationalization of Japan and provides an intercultural experience; thus a win-win situation for 
both countries through SPORT. Issues reading food, volunteers, both official and non-official (outside 

the Games), cultural sensitivity and accreditation were put forth by both the Joint Secretary Shri. L.S. 
Singh, but also by one of the highly experienced persons in the international Sporting movement and 

games organization in India, Shri, R.K. Sacheti (also representing the IOA, Indian Olympic Association, 
the local NOC) who described the finer details of the games especially the Olympic-Paralympic games 
from previous experiences. The meeting also discussed on the INDIA OLYMPIC HOUSE (tentative 

name) a program for the hospitality, an initiative by the JSW sports, and being coordinated by Aman Shah 
(who is also an ex-student of the TIAS-UT, a Tokyo 2020 Academic Legacy program), and it was 
discussed how the HOUSE can and should serve not only as a platform for various SPORTING issues 

meetings and discussion but also SHOWCASE INDIA  and its CULTURE and PEOPLE. The 
Ambassador also emphasized that the óhouseô should be used to RAISE AWARNESS of INDIAN SPORT 
or SPORT in INDIA  among not only Japan but the visiting countries to Tokyo next year (2020). The 

involvement of the Indian community will be critical to its success, and volunteerism is a prestigious issue. 

 
The above was immediately followed by the Indian diaspora (in Tokyo/Japan) meeting the visiting 

Indian delegation at the Embassy, where 28 members from the Indian community (including scientists, 
business people, state association members, company employees and students) attended, Lasting for more 
than an hour, the gathering listened to the Indian delegation and discuss on the needs and various issues 

regarding the visiting Indian National Team and support staff and others, for the next year 2020 Games, 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/backstories/431/


Faculty of Health and Sport Sciences & Tsukuba International Academy for 
Sport Studies (TIAS), TAIIKU - University of Tsukuba (UT)  ήάέε

 

3 

 

and present their views and local context. Shri L.S. Singh mentioned ï óSport is becoming a very big 
movement, other than economic power, we need to be being a great sporting nation-movemnet, and a 
coordinated focus and direction is the need of the hour. This opportunity for the óhouseô and the volunteer 

system and support through the Indian community here will give us a base for the Paris 24 and LA 28 
Games, and so your inputs are requiredô. Shri. R.K. Sacheti mentioned an important point- ówe need your 
support as cheerleaders, and this is also very critical aspect and what brings the motivation to go to the 

extra step for an athlete winning the medals; and also not to forget the PARALYMPICSô. The role of 
volunteers other than the TOKYO 2020 volunteer program (https://tokyo2020.org/en/special/volunteer/), which is an 

official part of the GAMES, Indian Diaspora was highly enthusiastic for having a volunteer system (and 
also appreciation letter for volunteers from the authorities concerned) through the Embassy of India in 
cooperation with the MYAS-SAI and Indian community together. A management / core committee was 

recommended to be set up. Other aspects discussed were ï obtaining tickets, sharing the information for 
the Indian athleteôs events with the Indian community, and practical issues such as apartments-food, 
outside the Olympic Games Village. Additionally, a LIST of DOôs and importantly DONôTôs was 

requested for by the delegation to the Indian Community based here, for smooth participation in the Games 
and visit to Tokyo. In all,  

 

https://tokyo2020.org/en/special/volunteer/
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The Day 2 was started with a visit to the JAPAN BOXING FEDERATION , at the newly opened 

Japan Sport Olympic Square adjacent to the NATIONAL STADIUM.  The meeting was with the 
President of JBF, Mr. Sadanobu UCHIDA, who graciously kept time for the visit by the Indian 

delegation, here led by Executive Director, Boxing Federation of India Shri R.K. Sacheti), who 
thanked Mr. Uchida for the warm welcome and time during the National Games Season; and introduced 
the Joint Sec. Shri. L.S. Singh, to the President of JBF. Following up on the meeting in Russia with JBF, 

the need for more training camps and joining training camps with more multinational teams was on the 
agenda. The JBF asked of the BFI on what and when they need training camps, and it was discussed for 

2020, prior to the games a need for these camps and practice. JBF informed of the May 2020 Miyazaki 

prefecture multinational training camp (with 4 countries; and having 2 rings) and if Indian would like to 
join; and the dates are ótbdô. The other option was Hiroshima (also sister city to India) (having 3 rings) 

where the Mexico team will be training pre-games. The BFI would like to participate and start with the test 
event later in October, is looking forward to the ódatesô which will be provided in the coming weeks. The 
JBF also asked how many Boxers and Staffs will attend; and approximately 8 Boxers (male) and maybe 5 

women boxers (in all weight categories) will like to join the training here; and with staff the total number 
maybe 20. BFI also welcomed the JBF to join in the multinational Boxing Training to be held in India 
(Bengaluru) from 4

th
 to 20

th
 of January, and which was appreciated by the JBF. Shri R.K. Sacheti also 

mentioned that BOXING is fast becoming a PRIORITY SPORT in India. The meeting ended with a 

warm note and a move towards welcoming the INDIAN BOXERS to Japan. 
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The next visit of the day was a detailed meeting and field site checks at/to CHUO UNIVERSI TY  (Tama 
Campus) and NITTAIDAI (Nippon Sport Science University -NSSU; both Setagaya and Kenshidai 
campuses), and the training sites for ATHLETICS  (Chuo University- Indian National PARA TEAM is 

already been accepted to join for pre-games training next year) and WEIGHTLIFTING and 

WRESTLING  (at NSSU). The meetings gave an opportunity for the Indian Delegation to see first-hand 
the excellent training sites and facilities, including the SPORTING SYSTEM for their STUDENT 

ATHLETES  at these Universities. A very good meeting for the pre-games training was held and the 
weighting camp for next year has been concluded at NSSU; options on wrestling are being deliberated 

on the Indian side/federation; and 
also for Athletics are being 
discussed and will be decided soon. 

 
 
(CHUO UNIVERSITY  

TAMA CAMPUS) 
# Below page shows the 

meeting (International and 

the Olympic-Paralympic 
Project Promotion Office) 

and site visits to NSSU 

campuses 


